






































































































presented as follows and adopted as read: 

All credentials have been found to be in order with the following 

exceptions: 

East Ottertail County Fair - Perham, the secretary did not sign the 
credential form. Todd County Fair, the president did not sign the 

credential form. 

President Paulson called for a report of the resolutions committee. 
Committee member Dan Dolan of Washington County presented the 
following resolutions for consideration by the Society: 

1. Resolved, that the Minnesota State Agricultural Society expresses 
its sincere thanks to the 1,824,830 guests who joined us for the 2014 
Minnesota State Fair and were part of the best-attended fair in history. 

2. Resolved, that the Society acknowledges its responsibility to 

the citizens of Minnesota and is committed to advancing the State 
Fair's mission of educating and engaging our guests by presenting a 
world-class showcase of Minnesota's agriculture, art and industry, and 
providing exceptional customer service in a safe, clean environment 
that is accessible to all. 

3. Resolved, that the State Fair will continue its tradition of excellence 

through the joint efforts of hardworking staff, board of managers, 
volunteers, exhibitors, concessionaires, entertainers, sponsors, media, 
contractors, advertisers, youth and school groups, and members of 
4-H and FFA, all of whom contribute to the enduring success of the 
Great Minnesota Get-Together. 

4. Resolved, that the Minnesota State Fair Foundation has played a 
major role in preserving, improving and protecting the historic State 

Fai rgrounds while supporting its educational programs; therefore, the 
Society extends its deepest gratitude to the Foundation's board, staff, 
donors and volunteers for their efforts and their generosity. 

5. Resolved, that the Society is dedicated to maintaining strong 

relationships with organizations that are essential to improving the 
fair industry statewide, regionally and internationally. In particular, 
the Society acknowledges the great value of participating in the 
International Association of Fairs and Expositions, Minnesota 

Federation of County Fairs, Outdoor Amusement Business Association, 
National Independent Concessionaires Association and Midwest 
Showmen's Association. 

6. Resolved, that the Society is deeply saddened by the loss of Society 

members and State Fair friends who passed away this year. We extend 
our deepest sympathies to the families of: Gregory Auge, operator 
of The Peg restaurant for 31 years; Daniel T. "Tom" Cousins, former 

WCCO-TV promotions executive; John F. Degnan, longtime pop corn 
concessionaire; Mark DeJoy, Town Square Television producer and 
media partner; William Hallstead, information technology supervisor 
at the Minnesota State Fair for eight years; James G. "Jim" Hartley, 
40-year cotton candy concessionaire; Dianne Hohrman, former 4-H 

exhib itor and poultry committee co-chair; Leonard Janski, Como 
Avenue gate ticket taker for 12 years; Michel Kawas, proprietor of 
Bible Land Crafts concession; William "Bill" Korff, representative of 
the first district on the State Fair board of managers from 1975 to 
1988, board president from 1989 to 1990 and honorary life member 

of the Minnesota State Agricultural Society; Peter Lupori, longtime 
State Fair Fine Arts Exhibition participant; Louise "Wee Zee" Miner, 
Minnesota State Fair's horse show award presenter for more than 50 
years; Dominic Postiglione ("Nick Post"), longtime 1919 Root Beer 
concessionaire; Larry Rush, admissions gate captain and 50-Year Award 
recipient; Leslie 0. Smith, former superintendent of Machinery Hill, 
the International Bazaar and Empire Commons; and Marvel Staloch, 

longtime employee with the public safety and admissions departments. 

7. Whereas, the Minnesota State Fair, with its more than 155 years 
of history and tradition, has earned international acclaim for providing 
an array of high-caliber, unique hands-on learning opportunities for 
Minnesotans of all ages to explore our state's agriculture, industry, 

culture, art, history and scientific innovation, and 

Whereas, tens of thousands of exhibitors, concessionaires, entertainers 
and employees (including thousands of school-age workers) rely on a 
successful State Fair each year for worthwhile work experience and 
important income, and 

Whereas, thousands of young 4-H and FFA members, who represent 

the future of our state's agriculture industry, gain invaluable life 
and educational experiences from their participation in State Fair 
exhibitions and programs, and 

Whereas, the State Fair, as one of the most popular and treasured 
end-of-summer traditions in the region, has a $250-million economic 
impact in the Twin Cities alone and additional unmeasured impact 

throughout the state, resulting in a detrimental effect on businesses 
and their employees when State Fair attendance is driven down, and 

Whereas, the State Fair joins with Minnesota's tourism, hospitality and 
resort industries and businesses whose livelihoods depend on end­
of-summer traditions, and who provide major revenue to the State of 
Minnesota, and 

Whereas, a recent University of Minnesota study shows conclusively 
that Minnesota's tourism, hospitality and resort industries and all 
allied businesses are greatly harmed when schools open early, causing 
economic havoc, reducing state tax revenue and consequently funding 
available for schools, and 

Whereas, the Minnesota State Fair is completely self-supporting, has 

not received any public money or government appropriations since 
1949, and relies on the economics related to robust attendance in 
order to present, year after year, a Great Minnesota Get-Together at 

the unparalleled level the people of our state have come to cherish and 
expect, and 

Whereas, Minnesota schools are lobbying increasingly for early school 
starts that would have a huge negative economic impact on the state 
while reducing State Fair participation and attendance, 

Now therefore be it resolved, that the thousands of members of 

the Minnesota State Agricultural Society from every corner of the 
state strongly urge all state lawmakers to support the State Law that 
requires Minnesota schools to open no earlier than Labor Day and the 
traditional end of summer, thus ensuring that children, families and 

workers from throughout the state can fully participate in and benefit 
from the historic, educational and culturally rich Minnesota State Fair. 

8. Resolved, the Society acknowledges and thanks all those who 

attended and contributed to the success of its 156th annual meeting. 

The resolutions were adopted as read. 

President Paulson turned the chair over to Vice President Fox to 
conduct the election for the office of president of the Society for a 
term of one year. President Paulson was reelected and reassumed the 

chair. 

Long-time 4-H cafeteria coordinator and Hamline Dining Hall 
supervisor Elaine Christiansen was elected to Honorary Life 
Membership in the Society. 

President Paulson then proceeded to conduct elections as follows: 
Joe Fox of Maplewood was reelected to a two-year term as fourth 
district vice president, Wally Wichmann of Balaton was reelected to a 
three-year term as seventh district representative and Dan Grunhovd of 
Gary was reelected to a three-year term as ninth district representative. 

There being no further business to be brought before the Society, 
President Paulson declared the 156th meeting of the State Agricultural 
Society adjourned at 10:12 a.m. 
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